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certainly profit by training which would be useless for
others. Again, there are some few who, because of special
ability for numbers, could perhaps be trained for an
occupation where their special gift could be used, rather
than have the major portion of their time consumed by
training in basketry or other handwork. Sometimes there
is a special talent for music, or some other form of art,
such as drawing or dancing, or dramatic expression. Or
it is an exceptionally good memory, perhaps specialized
visual memory or rote memory in general, that stands
above the general level of other powers. More often
still, there is ability to deal with the concrete, for experi-
ence corroborates, on the whole, such studies as Nors-
worthy's,1 where it was found that in the sensory fields
the normal and the defective are much more nearly equal
in ability than in powers of reasoning, judgment, or ability
to deal with abstractions. Indeed, some subnormals,
and even some feeble-minded, are superior to many a
normal person in the doing of handwork. Nor do we
mean the very rarely met feeble-minded person with
exceptional mechanical and constructive genius.

Occasionally, unusually good motor dexterity may be
the exceptional gift, without corresponding skill in manual
work. We have long known the case of a young man, now
eighteen years old, a mental defective who never did well
on tests with concrete material, who has become a very
successful boxer. His motor reactions are quick and well
controlled, and this, together with his aggressiveness and
general forcefulness, makes him something of an expert
in his own field.

In apperceptive ability subnormals as well as lower
grade defectives vary greatly. We have seen both high-
grade morons and border-line individuals who were well

1Norsworthy, Naomi. "The Psychology of Mentally Deficient
Children.1' Archives of Psvcholoay,_l, 1906.